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As we celebrate 40 Bold years of the Fund for Santa Barbara, 2020 has catapulted us into an
unprecedented year of challenges, adjustments, and subsequent action and transformation. The
first half of this year has compelled us to further commit and lead by our organizational mission
of advancing progressive change by strengthening movements for social, political, economic and
environmental justice. The pandemic and it's disproportionate effects, compounded with the
cultural uprising sparked by George Floyd’s murder, have launched us into a real turning-point
that we have been preparing for as change-makers. The FUND's work has never been more
important, and we are well equipped to rise to this moment and lead when necessary, build when
necessary, and amplify the voices of the marginalized: always. Our critical work is not possible
without the tireless efforts of our staff, the leadership of our board, the guidance of our grant
making committee, and the ceaseless support of our fiscal supporters and growing community.
Below we invite you to explore and celebrate the work that the Fund for Santa Barbara has
accomplished in the first half of 2020. The FUND is dedicated to finding

solutions to current and
emerging social problems and
issues that challenge our society
as a whole. As a response to the
unprecedented needs brought on
by the pandemic, the FUND
made the decision to increase our
Emerging Needs Budget to 50k
and increased the maximum
award amount to 5k. In addition
to our Spring Grants Cycle,  eight
Emerging Needs Grants have
been awarded this year so far. 

SO FAR IN 2020... 

MIDYEAR NEWSLETTER 

GRANT MAKING 
EMERGING NEEDS AWARDS:
Save our Solvang was awarded $3,000 to support their
efforts to obtain voter approval for an Urban Growth Boundary
ordinance in Solvang. The UGB emerged, after research, as the
best way to enhance Solvang’s distinctive small-town character
and protect its surrounding agricultural/open space land. In
June, Solvang City Council members opted to approve the
ordinance rather than send it to the polls, limiting annexation
for 20 years.
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The FUND is dedicated to finding
solutions to current and emerging
social problems and issues that
challenge our society as a whole. As a
response to the unprecedented
needs brought on by the pandemic,
the FUND made the decision to
increase our Emerging Needs budget
to 50k and increase the maximum
award amount to $5k. In addition to
our Spring Grants Cycle, eight
Emerging Needs Grants have been
awarded so far this year.



Nuclear Age Peace Foundation was awarded $3,000 to
educate the community of the non-physical needs that will
need to be met during and after the COVID-19 Crisis through
their Peace Literacy Community of Practice. The Peace Literacy
Institute, an initiative of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, has
been developing a curriculum in partnership with teachers
across the country over many years. Their mission is to
educate and train people of all ages and backgrounds to solve
humanity’s biggest social, technological, and psychological
problems, and to survive and thrive in the 21st century.

805 Undocufund was awarded $5,000 to support a program
coordinator for Santa Barbara County. The 805 Undocufund is
a collective effort to ensure that undocumented families
impacted by disasters have the support and resources
necessary to recover and rebuild. The 805 Undocufund
reopened in 2020 and widened the scope of their mission to
assist families impacted by the outbreak of the COVID-19.

Girls Inc. of Carpinteria was awarded a $5,000 ENG to
support programmatic efforts. The mission of Girls Inc. of
Carpinteria is to inspire girls to be strong, smart, and bold. The
grant mitigates lost funding as a result of the stay at home
orders as a result of COVID-19, and provides support for
continuing programming via digital platforms for participants.

Community Environmental Council (CEC) was awarded
$5,000 to support their Community Ambassador Resilience
and Equity Response project. The Community Ambassadors
are tracking how COVID-19 is affecting access to
transportation, food, and other critical services across Santa
Barbara County. The Community Ambassadors are also
documenting gaps in critical systems and services during the
COVID-19 crisis, as well as the grassroots community
responses to close those gaps.

Equalitech’s Digital and Language Literacy Program was
awarded $5,000 to support their ongoing program, allowing
them to elevate two of their volunteers to part-time teachers in
order to help their Program Director/Lead Instructor teach
weekly classes to the growing number of students connecting
to remote learning. They currently serve 45 active learners with
12 more waiting to be connected to videoconferencing
platforms in order to join classes.
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Allan Hancock College /  Beyond
Incarceration Greater Education
(BIGE) Club - $10,000 

Children and Family Resource
Services / Positive Solutions for
Families - $10,000 

Conflict Solutions Center of Santa
Barbara / Restorative Justice
Training and Expansion - $10,000

Cultural and Creative Arts Center of
the Santa Maria Valley / Corazón
del Pueblo ART-vocacy Raising the
Immigrant Latino Voice through the
Arts - $10,000

Little House by the Park / Adelante
Guadalupe! - $7,500 

House of Pride and Equality
(HOPE)/Casa de Orgullo e igualdad
(ESPERANZA) / Hope/ESPERANZA
Community Visibility and Awareness
- $2,000

INCLUSION SYV / Education Task
Force - $9,000 

Santa Barbara Alternatives to
Violence Project (SBAVP) / SBAVP
Referral System - $5,000 

Santa Barbara County Action
Network (SBCAN) / Youth ARTS Alive
- $10,000

Santa Barbara County Action
Network (SBCAN) / General
Operating Support - $4,000.

Santa Barbara Friends Meeting /
Truth in Recruitment (TIR) - $10,000 

Transitions-Mental Health
Association / LEAD (Lived
Experience Advocacy Development)
- $7,500 

Spring Grantees:  



Through our Immigrant Legal
Defense Fund, Allan Hancock
College's Legal Assistance Project
received $10000 to support an
assistant. The mission of the legal
assistance project is to host a free
immigrations lawyer provided by
the Foundations of California
Community Colleges. Services are
available to Allan Hancock College
students and the community at
large. Funding helps the Legal
Assistance Project  establish a new
community asset providing
support to low-income
community members by helping
them navigate the confusing legal
system.

Future Housing Communities (FHC) was awarded $5,000 to
support the urgent need for effective communication
strategies to fight two crisis. The pandemic threatens to make
nationwide inequities and housing instability even more
pronounced. FHC is forming 5 or 6 communication/housing
information teams of 2 or 3 people that reside in different
geographic areas from Goleta to Carpinteria. Grant funds will
be used to cover stipends for the team members who have
additional income challenges as a result of COVID-19 and
English/Spanish translation services.

La Casa de la Raza was awarded $5,000 to support a COVID-
19 service gap impacting the Latino/Latina community. La Casa
serves the community by affirming and preserving
Latino/Latina cultural heritage, providing an umbrella for
services, and advocating for participation in the larger
community. As a result of COVID-19 La Casa has received over
1000 phone calls a month from individuals seeking help
accessing relief funds available in Santa Barbara County.
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SPONSORSHIPS:

Through our Immigrant Legal
Defense Fund, Allan Hancock
College's Legal Assistance Project
received $10,000 to support an
assistant. The mission of the Legal
Assistance project is to host a free
immigration lawyer provided by the
Foundation for California Community
Colleges. Services are available to
Allan Hancock College students and
the community at large. Funding
helps the Legal Assistance Project
establish a new community asset
providing support to low-income
community members by helping
them navigate the confusing legal
system.

Lompoc Family Community Fiesta - Food Bank of Santa Barbara County (February, 2020)
Her Festival  (February, 2020)

Santa Maria Open Streets - SB Bike  (March, 2020)
Wilderness Project Luncheon – Wilderness Youth Project (March, 2020)

Latino Legacy Awards – Future Leaders of America (March, 2020)
Green and Blue – Environmental Defense Center (June, 2020)

YOUTH MAKING CHANGE YOUTH MAKING CHANGE YOUTH MAKING CHANGE Our 2019-20 North and South County
Youth Making Change cohorts each
awarded $15,000 in grants to youth-led
projects that impact young people in
Santa Barbara County. They created and
conducted the entire grant cycle and
shared what they learned as grant-
makers and philanthropists with their
communities. While both cohorts were
able to conduct their grant-making
process and honor and celebrate
grantees, necessary adjustments like
digital meetings had to be made at the
end of their term. We appreciate their
adaptibility and resilience! 
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Achante Smith 
Alicia Vasquez 

 Andrea Martinez De Jesus 
Clarissa Novela 
Cristhy Olivera 

Eduardo Salgado
 Enrique Hernandez

 Jasmin Olivera 
Jennifer Ho

 Jesus Martinez 
Jimena Zepeda Zarate

Joelene Velasco
 Lita Mahoney 

Luis Telles Arias 
Odalys Martinez De Jesus 

Olivia Patterson 
Paola Ligario 
Tiffany Vuong

FACILITATORS:
Jenny Angel 

 Gabriela Ruiz

NORTH COUNTY BOARD: 

PVHS GENDER AND SEXUALITY ALLIANCE / PARIS IS
BURNING FASHION SHOW - $1,582 Funding to provide a
space to showcase LGBT+ art and educate the community on
LGBT+ history.

CAUSE YOUTH COMMITTEE / TASTE THE CHANGE - $1,400
Funding for a youth-led initiative to collect surveys and organize
students to improve the quality of food at Santa Maria high
schools.

CE'ENI CLUB / INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY - A
CELEBRATION OF INDIGENOUS WOMEN'S RESISTANCE 
- $2,014 Funding to hold an event to celebrate, empower, and
provide representation of indigenous women’s resistance and
create a safe space for indigenous women to question structures
that keep them oppressed.

FLAMA / EDUCATIONAL FAIR - $2,200 Funding for a youth-
led workshop to inform students about A-G requirements and
other information regarding education policy.

FULL STEAM AHEAD / THE AMAZING STEAM RACE - $1,490
Funding to conduct a one-day event for sixth graders from
various schools to come together to accomplish science,
technology, arts, and math related challenges while acquiring
leadership skills.

FESLER JR. HIGH GENDER AND SEXUALITY ALLIANCE /
PRIDE WEEK- $1,140 Funds to hold a Pride Week event at
Fesler Jr. High School to help educate staff and students about
the LGBTQ+ community, with guest speakers and pledges
against homophobia.

GUADALUPE LEO AMBASSADORS CLUB / APRENDIENDO
EN FAMILIA - $2,974 Funding for a youth-led “self-care”
conference for migrant families where they will learn about
health, nutrition and different ways to cope with stress.

SMHS SPANISH HONORS SOCIETY / ALIVIO AL ESTRÉS -
$2,200 Funding to hold an Alivio al Estrés workshop that helps
students obtain different strategies on how to deal with stress.

NORTH COUNTY YMC GRANTEES:



Alexandra Mora 
Alina Villa 

Angelica Raygoza 
Evyn Dalforno
 Halie Bissell 
Karissa Fields

 Katelyn Rodriguez
 Kimberly Mendoza 

Lorena Lopez 
Lucia Alarcon 

Michelle Jimenez 
Osiel Ocampo 

Raul de Sa Campos 
Santiago Bailey-Musacchio

 Sophie Borden 
Victoria Hernandez 

Victoria Leyva 
Ysabella Dodson

FACILITATORS:
Kundai Chikowero

 Rosalind Borah
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VOICES OF THE COMMUNITY / HER FESTIVAL -
$3,000 Funding for a festival that celebrates and empowers
women leaders in our community.

EVERYBODY DANCE NOW! / TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM -
$2,330 Funding for outreach at schools through dance,
professional development sessions, and healing & empowerment
workshops.

HERMANOS UNIDOS & SIGMA ALPHA ZETA / THE COLLEGE
LINK OUTREACH PROGRAM - $1,500 Funding to hold a program
for underrepresented high school students and provide them a
college experience with the hopes of inspiring them to pursue
higher education.

IN LAK'ECH CLUB / SIEMPRE UNIDOS CONFERENCE -
$3,000 Funding to hold a conference and provide resources to
undocumented families and students including legal services
and information on financial aid and colleges.

PROGRAMHERS - $2,200 Funding used to expand education
for girls in the field of mathematics with the goal of
empowering and inspiring underrepresented minorities in
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) to
get involved in the tech space.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL / BIG & LITTLE PAL SPRING
BREAK MENTORING CAMP - $3,000 Funds to build a long-
lasting partnership between elementary school students and
high school students through peer mentorship.

SOUTH COUNTY YMC GRANTEES: SOUTH COUNTY BOARD 

Watch some of our '19'-'20 Board Members reflect on their experience:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hibFsM04Ts&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hibFsM04Ts&feature=youtu.be


This study — a collaborative effort by the FUND, the USC Program for Environmental &
Regional Equity (PERE), and the UC Santa Barbara Blum Center on Poverty, Inequality, and
Democracy— is designed to provide a regional equity analysis based on key social,
economic, and environmental indicators and qualitative components to serve as an equity-
centered road map for our region’s long-term recovery from— not only the current
pandemic and upcoming economic downturn, but also the pre-existing structural inequities
deeply rooted in our economy. In the first half of 2020, this effort has already cultivated key
stakeholder relationships underpinning this effort, begun formulating focus areas and data
of interest, formalized a steering committee, and engaged in fundraising efforts.

FUND HOSTED TRAININGS

BUILDING CAPACITY 
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REGIONAL EQUITY STUDY

Grassroots Fundraising 
in These Times

In March and April, longtime social
justice nonprofit and fundraising
expert Rona Fernandez led three
virtual sessions covering best practices
of fund development tailored for
grassroots-led organizations. 48
individuals representing 45 regional
organizations attended the trainings. 

Central Coast Community
Organizing During a Pandemic
 and Beyond  (co-hosted by the

McCune Foundation)
This 3-Part Virtual Capacity Building
Workshop Series with Hazel Davalos &
Lucas Zucker of CAUSE was attended by
35 new and emerging local organizers.
Participants discussed how to
strengthen their understanding of how
grassroots organizing can shift
structures of power and injustice.



We’ve have received more interest than ever for our 10 Santa
Maria and Lompoc Activist Brown Bag Lunches this year with
15-30 community members attending these open and informal
spaces for progressive activists, advocates, organizers, and
neighbors to learn from one another about our collective work
building more just communities in our region.
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SANTA MARIA & LOMPOC ACTIVIST
BROWN BAG LUNCHES

With about 300 hours in 2020 thus far, the FUND continues to
provide free consulting, technical support, and training to
established and emerging organizations in our region through
our Capacity Building Program.

INDIVIDUAL CONSULTING

RESOURCES & TOOLS

REVAMPED COMMUNITY
CALENDAR 
We’re excited to have revamped
our online Progressive
Community Calendar where you
can add and glean upcoming
local events, virtual and in-
person—check it out and
contribute your events to it! 

Explore the Calendar HERE

REVAMPED CENTRAL COAST
MEDIA LIST
We’re pleased to share that
we’ve updated our Press &
Media List, which is now
available online to help
grassroots-led organizations
promote their work. 

Explore Media List HERE

COVID-19 RESOURCE PAGE
As a response to the pandemic,
we created a response page to
help ensure that we are all able
to continue operating on a
functional level as individuals,
organizations, and as a
community.

Explore Resource Page HERE

The FUND continues to maintain resources on how nonprofits
can boldly advocate, lobby, and engage in elections and
continues to update our list of ballot measure endorsements
for the November 2020 Election. Visit our Election Page HERE.

ADVOCACY & LOBBYING RESOURCES &
NOVEMBER 2020 ENDORSEMENTS

REGIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING
COLLABORATIVE
The FUND is a proud participant of the recently-established
Regional Capacity Builders Collaborative co-convened by the
Cal-Lutheran University’s Center for Nonprofit Leadership,
NPRN, Santa Barbara Foundation, Ventura County Community
Foundation, SBCC Foundation, Association of Fundraising
Professionals, Just Communities, Pepperdine University, and
Visionality.

Some of the workshops co-convened by the Regional Capacity
Builders Collaborative: 

"COVID-19 & Nonprofit Employers -  What you Need to Know Part II: Updates & Developments" with
Jonathan Light  (April, 2020) 
“Board Governance in Uncertain Times” with Suzanne Elliott & Jennifer Lobenhofer of Envision
Consulting  (May, 2020)
"Courage and Bringing in New Dollars in the Face of Crisis” with Armando Zumaya (May, 2020)
“Adaptive Leadership Practices: Panel of Regional CEOs” with Sigrid Wright, Maricela Morales, Jenna
Tosh, and moderator Geoff Green (May, 2020)

https://www.fundforsantabarbara.org/communitycalendar/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t3Ivzh1vt5IO7gmc7HH2MoxsHB3WENLIlwcfeGJw8cg/edit#gid=885526487
https://www.fundforsantabarbara.org/programs/resources/covid19/
http://fundforsantabarbara.org/vote


Alina Rey Keswani joined the FUND
team as our Communications Manager
in February, just before the need for
strong communications rose to the
forefront. In these last few months,
Alina has fully stepped into her role to
strengthen the FUND's
communications content, output and
messaging while amplifying the voices
most needing FUND support.
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STAFF 

In March, Tania Reyes joined the
FUND as our Grants Associate. Tania
has seamlessly stepped up to fill
cross-departmental needs that have
arisen in the last few months. As part
of her role, Tania also coordinates the
South County YMC cohort, and has
done an incredible job navigating the
challenges of working with youth in a
limited digital capacity.

In mid-March, FUND leadership made the necessary decision to
have all staff begin a work-from-home schedule that required all
communications and interactions to take a digital form. Staff was
quickly able to adjust and has operated in a digital capacity for
over three months. Similarly, a majority of the Spring Grant Cycle,
and any Emerging Needs Grant decisions made since March have
been conducted by the Grant Making Committee digitally. Board
of Directors meetings and committee meetings have also all been
held digitally since the stay-at-home order took effect. We cannot
thank our FUND family enough for maintaining an uninterrupted
commitment to this critical work. While we may be physically distanced, we are fortunate that technology
has allowed us to stay operational, and more socially connected and united than ever. Though we can't be
sure what form the next six months will take, we remain dedicated to building movements for lasting social
change and are willingly prepared to adapt to the needs of our important work.

WORK FROM HOME

NEW ADDITIONS

ALWAYS PART OF THE FUND
FAMILY

After 11+ years, Gary Clark
departed the FUND staff to
pursue his next exciting
professional endeavor. Over his
long tenure with us, Gary helped
shape our operations,
communications, and
development efforts, and for
years has directed our capacity
building work. We are excited to
share that Gary will be a Bread &
Roses co-chair this year!

After graduating UCSB earlier
this year, our Administrative
Assistant, Rosie Quezada, left the
FUND to pursue the next
chapter in her journey. We wish
Rosie success in everything that
lies ahead!

2019-2020 YMC Interns: 
Carmen Bordofsky
Rose Hoang 



IN LOVING REMEMBERANCE
In June, we were deeply saddened to learn about the passing of
Dr. Bill Skeen. Bill served on our Grant Making Committee,
making him an integral part of our FUND family. He was a
compassionate leader and a fierce advocate for the LGBTQ
community. Bill co-founded Union Positive in Miami, a non-
profit community-based health services organization that
focused on HIV/AIDS and hepatitis in the Hispanic/Latino
community. His life-long commitment to social justice has left a
long-lasting legacy from Miami to Washington DC to Santa
Barbara—he will be missed by the many whose life he touched.
Our hearts go out to his partner of 20 years, Ricardo. Rest in
power and love, Bill.
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Rev. Julia Hamilton - President 
Kate Adams -  Vice President 

David Landecker - Vice President 
Donna Will - Treasurer 

Jennifer Hooten - Secretary 
Susan Wax - Board Liaison to GMC

Maria Garcia-Cacique - GMC Liaison to Board 
Ruth Ackerman
Marsha Bailey
Diane Fujino

Chelsea Lancaster
Alejandra Mahoney
LeeAnne McNulty

Alice O'Connor
Andrew Oman

Pedro Paz
Ted Rhodes
Gloria Soto

Alexis Weaver

THANK YOU TO OUR INCREDIBLE TEAM!
Board of Directors

Jennifer Navarro - Co-Chair
Suzanne Valery - Co-Chair

Emily Allen
Feliciano Aguilar

Maria Garcia-Cacique
Lupita Cervantez
Brian Hollander

JP Herrada
Rachel Johnson

Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt
Wendi Pacheco

Lucerito Salgado
Vickey Smith

Bob Thiel
Susan Wax - GMC Liaison to Board

In Memoriam - Bill Skeen

Grant Making Committee

Stay connected:

Marcos Vargas - Executive Director 
Patricia Solorio - Director of Grant Making 

Alina Rey Keswani - Communications Manager
David Melendrez - Program Associate 

Hugo Valdovinos - Operations Supervisor 
Kristin Hsu - Development Associate 

Tania Reyes - Grants Associate 
Stanley Tzankov - Capacity Building Manager 

Staff

In April, our community lost a tremendous leader, activist, and
voice for social justice. Mickey Flacks passed away peacefully
surrounded by members of her loving family. She was a
fearless advocate for progressive social change, motivated by a
strong sense of justice and compassion for others. Mickey,
together with her husband, Dick, formed the quintessential
progressive activist couple, whose home has served as a
central meeting place for many local campaigns over the years
— from a living wage for city workers, to tenants rights and
affordable housing. While Mickey will be greatly missed, she will
always serve as an inspiration to all of us at the FUND in our
continued struggle for social, political, economic, and
environmental justice. Rest in power, Mickey.

https://twitter.com/FUNDforSB
https://www.facebook.com/FundforSantaBarbara
https://www.instagram.com/fundforsantabarbara/
https://www.fundforsantabarbara.org/

